
DRAFT MINUTES for the Conservation Commission Meeting 

On August 6, 2015 at 7pm 

Present: Skye Chalmers, Annie Fujii, Ken Hall, Donald Hart, Deborah Hennessey, Kerry Mara 

Representing the Community Association: Bob Brandt, Jeri Gerold, Tim Goodwin 

Chair Ken Hall called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.   

Ken requested a change to the agenda eliminating item #3 regarding the July minutes, and that the 
minutes be tabled until the next meeting. 

Public Comment – none 

Ken thanked the Community Association representatives for coming to the meeting and gave a brief 
background on Cold Spring Brook Park.  Dams were built in 1934-35 by Lewis Parkhurst. The property 
was deeded to Weston Community Club in 1950 for $1, and is also a war memorial for WW1 and WW2 
Weston soldiers. The lower dam was breached by flooding in the 1970’s, patched, and breached again in 
2011. Don noted that the greatest volume of water was in the 1973 flood.  The condition of the dams is 
considered poor to fair at best.  Ken said the dams are exempt from Chapter 42, statutes regarding dam 
safety. 

Ken referenced the Community Association’s allocation request for Cold Spring Brook Park as noted in 
the 2015 Weston Town Meeting Warning, which mentioned the cooperation of the Town of Weston’s 
Conservation Commission to receive permissions from the state that had not been granted.  Ken asked 
what permissions had been requested and reasons for denials as well. 

Bob Brandt proceeded to give an update on the Community Association actions as they pertain to the 
park.  Shortly after Irene, they contacted Morris Root who devised a plan to return the stream to its 
original course.  This plan was not used. In Feb 2012, they met with several representatives from the 
state, presenting a plan which would make the area behind the lower dam level, and put a retaining wall 
on the road side of the stream.  The Community Association felt that that their plan had been accepted 
at the meeting. However,  a subsequent email from the watershed coordinator suggested otherwise. 
Tim Goodwin later spoke with state officials who approved armoring the bank where water goes around 
the lower dam. Tim has requested that a question regarding the dams be placed in the upcoming survey 
from the Planning Commission.  He added that it is highly unlikely that the dam will be repaired or 
rebuilt, especially considering what the state wants to do.  The question of money for the dam removal 
was discussed. 

Ken noted that the dams are not maintained, they serve no useful purpose, and there appears to be no 
money to rebuild or maintain them.  Ken asked about any plans for the upper dam, which leaks, and tilts 
downstream.  According to Bob Brandt, the last maintenance to the dams may have been in 2009-2010.  
Annie noted that the Community Association is the trustee of the dams and park and that they have a 
fiduciary responsibility to maintain the park and dams for public use. Skye added that the park is a war 
memorial as well as dedicated to the memory of the Parkhursts and their generosity to the Town of 
Weston. 

Ken noted frustration of residents, due to a lack of progress and the way the lower dam and surrounding 
area currently looks. Jeri mentioned that Mark Wright would be doing some landscaping work and clean 



up in the upper dam area in the spring. Skye and Ken brought up the difference between beautification 
and addressing the specific issues of the dams. From several question asked about maintenance of the 
two dams, it seems that the Community Association does not have a plan for dam maintenance.  

A lack of funding was brought up and Ken pointed out that, in 1983, the Community Club received a 
bequest of $23,349 from Helen Tuttle, which was placed in a special fund for Cold Spring Brook Park.  In 
1986 the town report noted that the Community Club borrowed $18,338 from the Cold Spring Brook 
Park account. Tim said he would try to find out what had happened to the Helen Tuttle Bequest. 

The discussion moved to the possibility of removing both dams, which the Community Association has 
not considered. Skye said that some money for dam removal could be obtained through grants. Ken and 
Kerry noted that contacts with the Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program could be a good resource.  
Annie suggested forming an exploratory committee with members from both organizations, Community 
Association and Conservation Commission to do some research on this project to present to the town.  
Ken remarked that the decision about the dams belongs to the Community Association.  Bob asked 
about support from the Conservation Commission in obtaining grants for dam removal.  Don agreed 
with the approach of including the Conservation Commission’s name on the grant requests for removal.   

Ken thanked Bob, Jeri, and Tim for coming to the meeting.  Don mentioned previous discussions of the 
Town of Weston accepting the deed to Cold Spring Brook Park, but was not sure if it ever became an 
article for Town Meeting. 

New and Old Business 

Deborah brought notes and lists from Vt Fish and Wildlife Dept, including literature (pamphlets, 
brochures, books) the Conservation Commission could make available to residents, either at the Town 
Office, the library, or both.  Deborah also brought in handouts from the Extension Service.   

Hiking into the CCC site and the Town-owned parcel on 155 was discussed. Ken will look at scheduling  a 
date. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Sept 3. 

The Conservation Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deborah Hennessey, Secretary 

 


