
DRAFT Minutes for the Weston Conservation Commission Meeting 

On November 5, 2015 

Present: Annie Fujii, Ken Hall, Don Hart, Deborah Hennessey, Kerry Mara 

Guest: Pat Beveridge 

Chair Ken Hall called the meeting to order at 7pm, noting that we have a quorum. 

One change was made on the agenda, revising the second item #7 to #8  

The September 2015 minutes were approved with a motion by Annie, seconded by Kerry 

Public Comment – Guest Pat Beveridge asked a question regarding the proposed removal of tree/s on 

the green.  Her concern was taking down trees that were not diseased.  Annie explained that although 

this was not specifically a Conservation Comm matter, as the green is privately owned, that she would 

be happy to address the question.  Annie explained that some of the trees were creating issues such as 

shading, causing areas such as the band stand, from getting any sunlight.  There were areas in the green 

where there was simply too much moisture accumulation, causing rotting of wooden structures, and 

creating muddy areas where no grass could grow.  One tree in particular is a problem; and a vote was 

taken and approved to take that tree down.  Annie explained that some aerating, adding top soil and 

other maintenance are planned for the green.  Ken said that the CC can help by putting some of this 

information on our web site. 

Cold Spring Brook Dams and House Bill 37 – Don presented an article from the VT Property Homeowners 

Guide on House Bill #37, which addresses malfunctioning dams, and state mandated required actions.  It 

will require all dams in Vermont to be stabilized and properly maintained.  Inspection reports will need 

to be filed with the town clerk.  The article states the following: “The bill defines dams as any artificial 

barrier that is capable of impounding water, other liquids or accumulated sediments, or was previously 

capable of impounding water or other liquids, but has since been partially breached and has not been 

properly removed or mitigated.” 

Annie requested additional copies of the article, and said she will ask Cheryl to make copies.  We agreed 

that these should be distributed to the select board and the Weston Community Association, to make 

sure that they are aware of the new bill.  It was noted that the Community Association will have their 

annual meeting on Nov 18 at the play house.  Annie said that we should be sure to let the Community 

Association know that the CC is available to support the efforts regarding work at the dams.  The 

question of fund raising was also discussed.  Don stated that aesthetics as it relates to the park seemed 

to be an important consideration for the park as a new stone bench was recently installed.  Kerry said 

that Bob Brandt had given her some notes from the Community Assoc on fundraising and grant writing, 

and that some figures/total $$ had been looked in the past for dam work.  Don emphasized the need for 

communication of this nature, such as permits and approvals, to be on paper, as oral approval was 

simply not sufficient. 



Education and Outreach Materials – Deborah handed out a draft list of books that might be considered 

for donation to the Wilder Library.  She had asked the new librarian to review the list to check if there 

were books they already had.  Kerry made a motion, with a second from Annie to allocate $100 from our 

2015 budget for a book donation.  Additionally there was discussion about seasonal distribution of CC 

related materials (assorted pamphlets, brochures about EAB, long horned beetle, wood lot 

management, etc), various distribution locations and specific holders for these materials.  Weston 

locations included the post office, the library, the town office and possibly the Weston Market.   

Budget and Town Meeting Allocation Request - Regarding our CC budget, Don said the budget requests 

should be made under the appropriation list (vs the town general fund…check this?).  Don suggested Ken 

check out the remainder of our balance from this year’s 2015 budget, indicating that the voters may 

have approved this under appropriation.  The option to establish our own checking account was also 

discussed.   

Ken read the proposed wording for a question for the Town Meeting in March:  Shall the Weston 

Conservation Commission be authorized to acquire property by gift or through purchase to further the 

conservation of the town’s natural, historic and cultural resources?  It was noted that the question for 

the town meeting was not valid until it was voted on. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deborah Hennessey 

 

Nest meeting – January 7, 2016 

Revised meeting date – January 14, 2016 
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